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February 19. 17: 5 1 


At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Sill 
for the Propagation of the cl 
in Foreign Parts. 3 


Rderd, That the Thanks of 

Society be given to the RA 

Reverend the Lord Biſhop of St. 4% 

for his Sermon preached this Day bl 

fore the Society ; And that he be deſi | 

to Print the ae. 
5 


AT. VIIIO. The former 
Part of the Verſe. 


Thy Kingdom come. 


HESE Words are part of that 
moſt excellent and compre- 
| [| henfive Form of Prayer, 
==! which our Lord taught and 
by ommended to his Diſciples. As this 
Ryer was twice dictated by our Lord, 
on two ſeveral Occaſions, as we find 
-þ recorded by two of the Evangeliſts ; 
0 it ſeems to have been intended by him, 
X h as a Pattern, to inſtruct them how 
pray; and as a Form, that contain'd 
ISubſtance, all that was neceſſary to be 
d of God. After this manner Pray Je, Ilat vi. 
St. Matthew : Ihen ye pray, ſay, i. e. Lak xi. 
this, or in theſe Words, ſays St. Luke. ; 
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in our Approaches to God: So we may: 


As this Prayer was compoſed by |: 
who had the Spirit above meaſure, | : 
therefore beſt knew what the ſubject nM 
ter of our Petitions ſhould be, and vw: 
manner of Addreſs would beſt become; 
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ſonably hope to be more readily acccr:iiY 
by our heavenly Father, when we appli 
him in the Words of his only Son. | 4 

Nor are we to look upon this Pr 
of our Lord, only as a Form, or Dire A 
how, and what to pray for: But if 
conſidered with due Attention, it 1 
found to be a Suramary of Chriſtian 
ctrine as well as Devotion; and to oi * 
tain abundant Matter of Inſtruction, 
the Rules and Duties of a Chriſtian 1 

Each Petition ſerves to remind us of { 
og and to teach us how to 2 as! 
as how to pray; and what we thou 
as well as what we are to 7 of G 
For which Reaſon, Tertulllau juſily fi 
it, Brectarium Evanzeti, An Epitom 
the Goſpel. 

Our Saviour himſcif has given Us 
Example in one ot the Petitions whit 
he ſhews, how we may draw Inſlruct 
from the reſt, For aftcr reciting 
Pral 
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gice Men their Treſpaſſes, your heavenly 
ther alſo will forgive you : But if ye for- 
eg not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will 
i Father forgiec your Treſpaſſes. Which 
as if he had ſaid, In this Prayer which 
ave now taught you, you are particu- 
ly to obſerve, that you are to expect 
d pray for Forgiveneſs at the Hands of 
ad, only on condition, that ye mutually 
Irgive one another. In like manner, in 
tue other Petitions, when we preſent 
cem to God, for the Supply of our Wants, 
Whethcr Spiritual or "Femporal, we are 
minded of cur Obligation to the Pra- 
Wice of the ſeveral Duties, that relate to 
[Wc ſubject matter of them; and which 
e indiſpenſibly required on our Part, to 
Nader our Prayers effectual. 
one of theſe I have now choſen for the 
object of my Diſcourſe, as it naturally 
th ads us into ſeveral Conſiderations, ſui- 
ble to the Occation, and to the End and 
Peſign of our preſent Meeting, ©iz. Thy 
5 Lisgabm come. 
In diſcourſing on this Subject, I ſhall 
\Wonlider, 


e | ' © Om I. The 


ayer, he immediately ſubjoins, II yo * 
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I. The Senſe and Meaning of this Peti- q Þ 


tion, or what it is we ask of God, | 


when we pray that his Kingdom mo | 


Comme. 


II. What Duties we are obliged to, and J 


reminded of, by the daily Uſe ct 
this Petition. 


IIL. I ſhall conclude with an Applic 18 


tion, ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion, 


As to the Firſt, As the Whole Univerſe, | 


and All the Things therein contain'd, de- 
rive their Being and Original from God: 


For it was He that called them out dM 
palm Nothing into Being; At his Mord thy} 
elvis 5. ere made, he commanded, and they cri 


created; fo He has an abſolute Soveraign- 
ty, and uncontroulable Dominion over 
them; and ho is their Supreme Lord, Di 
rector, and Governour. 

This Kingdom, as it is coeval with tie 
World, and commenſurate to the whole 


Extent of Being; for the World is bis 'F 


and the Fulneſs thereof : This Kingdom, | 
ſay, being already come, and having ſui 


ſiſted from the Beginning, in its full Force 


and Vigour, is capable of no Addition d 
In. 
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reaſe; and therefore we cannot ratio- 
iy wiſh or pray, that that may come, 
ich has always been, and will continue 


d ever, and his Dominion is an Ever- 
Wins Dominion. 

Wt is indeed juſt Matter of Joy and Gra- 
ation to all Beings, that have a Senſe 
mis Bleſſing, that they are under the 
oernment and Direction of an All- 
Wwcrful, All-wiſe, and Gracious Lord: 
the holy Pſalmiſt eſteems it, and is 
Inſported with Joy on that Occaſion ; 


” ee 


| & Multitude of the 1/les be glad theredf : 
It with Regard to this, as there is no- 
ag future, nothing yet to come; ſo we 


Wvc nothing to wiſh or deſire, This is 
pd's natural or providential Kingdom, 


which all Things are, and ever muſt 
ſubject. In this he rules by his Power, 
d by his Providence orders and diſpoſes 
things according to his good Pleaſure. 
4 But there is another Kingdom of God, 

th. Adminiſtration whereof He has com- 
Witted to his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who rules 
it by his Word and by his Spirit. This 
ingdom conſiſts in that Evangelical State 
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ever. For the Lord 1s King for ever Pf. L 16. 


7 reigneth; Let the Earth rejoyce ; Let Pf. xcvii. 
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and Government over his Church, whif 
Chriſt has ſet up, with all the Bl: q 
and Benefits promiſed to them, who | 
Faith in him, become Subjects of hisKinf 1 
dom, and are willing to be govern'd 
his Laws. This is ſtyled indiffercn' 
either the Kingdom of God, or the iH v. 
dom of Heaven: And in this Senſe t 
taken in thoſe Paſſages of the Go 
where the Kingdom of God is faid ts 4 $ 
at hand, to be nizh, to be among Alen, wo 
to be already come; and generally 1 
the Parables that ſpeak of the Rπν 
of God. 9 
Now this Kingdom may be con sda þ 
either with regard to its preſent State 
on Earth, in reſpec of which it is ea 
the Kingdom of Grace; or with re 
to its future State in Heaven, in rc 
of which it is called the Kingdom of 
ry; into which the Righteous ſhall ci 
at the great Day of Recompence, 
ſhall enjoy endlefs Glory and Fele 
with God in Heaven: In which lat 
Senſe the Kingdom of God is alſo | 
quently uſed in the Goſpel. 
This being the Goſpel Notion f f 
Kingdom of God, or of Heacen, it . 


readl 
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dily lead us into the Meaning of this 
jtion, Thy Kingdom come. As this 
yer was compoſed for the Uſe of 
wriſt's Diſciples, when this Kingdom was 
roaching, and both Zohn the Baptiſt, 
4 Lord, and his Diſciples, began to 
ach, and to ſay, Repent, for the King- 
8 4 n of God is at hand: ſo this Petition 
I ms, in its primary Senſe, to reſpect the 
1 ate of things at that time, and to be 
1 fre eſpecially adapted to the Circum- 
ces of our Lord's Diſciples at that par- 
Wular Juncture, when the Kingdom of 
I, i. e. The State of Religion under 
RW Goſpel Diſpenſation, was coming and 
Wproaching. At that time, it was highly 
eoming their Zeal for God's Glory, and 
"_c' Charity to Mankind, ardently to 
y and pray, that Chriſtianity might 
n be effectually planted and propagated 
108 the World; 2. e. that all Men might 
"ingly own and acknowledge God as 
cFeir Lord and Maſter, and ſerve him in 
urit and in Truth: That they might 
geetve his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as their Lord 
Id Saviour, by heartily embracing his 
octrine, and humbly ſubmitting to his 
aws. The ſpeedy and effectual Accom- 
| „ pliſhment 
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Rev. xi. God creed by Jeſus Chriſt ; That u 


13. 


I Krxii. g. dom of our Lord Chriſt: And that d 


pliſhment of all this, is what they arg 
taught to wiſh and pray for in this Peti-ſ 
tion. 

Now as ze alſo are Chriſt's Diſciples 
as well as they to whom this Prayer wa, 
firſt preſcribed, ſo it may as fitly, and 
ought for the ſame Reaſons to be uſed ly 
us. There is ſtill the ſame Occaſion fir 
bringing Unbelievers to the Knowledg: 
and Faith of Chriſt, and Sinners to Re 
pentance, there was then. For this King 
dom is not fully eſtabliſh'd, till the Goſpe 
is preachd, and univerſally received; 
and till Truth and Picty, Righteouſnel 
and Peace, prevail over all the World. 

As this is far from being the Caſe at 
this Time, ſo we and all that proſeß 
themſelves Diſciples of Chriſt, and Sub 
jets of his Kingdom, are no leſs bound 
heartily to pray, that the Chriſtian Kell 
gion may grow and increaſe; may proſpe 
and flouriſh in the World. That All Ma 
may become Subjects to the Kingdom d 
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Kings and Nations, Pecple and [0:21 
ges, may do him Service, That this King 
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may be enlarged by the coming in 
Wthe Jeu, and by the Fulneſs of the 
iet: That God's Authority may be 
Perſally eſtabliſh'd both in Reality and 
Weſon : That All who profeſs the true 
Wicion, may live in perfect Conformity, 
Ine Laws thereof; and that from being 
Wu Subjects and living Members of 
? Kingdom of Grace, they may be tran- 
7 d into that of Glory, when this King- 
@ ſhall appear in full Perfection, and 
| Ti Righteous Judge ſhall come 
I ntroduce the Faithful into his Ever- 
1 ng Kingdom and heavenly Glory. 

Wis then is the Sum of what we deſire 
| n ask of God, when we pray that his 
edom may come. I proceed to con- 
T. 


ene 


5 |. What Duties we are obliged to, and 
inded of by this Petition. 
As we are taught and commanded by 
Lord, to pray for the coming of God's 
pgdom; ſo we muſt be underſtood, in 
{Wiſcquence thereof, to be obliged to do 
chat in us lies, to advance and promote 
pn the World. Our Prayers muſt be 
ays ſeconded and enforced by our 
Las 


3 


A Sermon before the $ ociery i 


Labours and Endeavours, whenever 
are able to contribute any thing tow! * 
the Accompliſhment of what we ask 
God. We muſt do our Part, if we exp 
that God ſhould do his. He has prom: 
to be ſo far propitious to our Prayers, 
to aſſiſt and bleſs; but not ſo, as to ſup: 
ſede our own Endeavours. 
If then we are taught and engaged! 
this Petition, to employ our Labours 4 
Endeavours in advancing the Kingdom 
God; we muſt begin this Work at hen 
and lay the Ground-work and Foundui 
of it within our ſelves : And therefore vil 
firſt Duty we are obliged to, and rem 
ed of by this Petition, is to take Cr 
that we our felves may become true «i 
faithful Subjects of this Kingdom. N 
That this ought to be our firſt Ca 
and that here we ought to begin, is 
dent upon theſe two Accounts: 1. Becu 
our Endeavours, ſo far as relates to 0 
ſelves, if they are ſincere and hearty, 
prove effectual. 2. Becauſe we can 
ther have the Diſpoſitions nor Qualif 
tions neceſiary to reduce others to! 
Obedience of Chriſt, till we approve « 
ſelves his faithful and obedient Subjed 


e Prop ga tion of the Goſpel. I I 


As to the firſt, All thoſe that live under 
Light of the Goſpel, may caſily know, 
at none are intitled to the Privileges 
d Promiſes of this Kingdom, but thoſe 
Who ſincerely endeavour to perform the 
aditions on which they are offer d : 
Fat the ſincere Profeſſion of Truth, and 
practice of univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
Fc the only Goſpel Terms, on which Re- 
ſon of Sins, the Gifts and Graces of 
e Holy Spirit, and Eternal Life, are to 
obtained: That, on the contrary, no- 
Wing but Wrath and fiery Indignation is 
W-nounced againſt thoſe, who either diſ- 
elieve or diſobey it. 
And as the Terms of our Admiſſion 
to, or Excluſion from this Kingdom, are 
Nan ſet forth in the Goſpel; ſo every 
lan may caſily judge of his own State in 
Fcicrence thereto, if he will but impar- 
ally examine himſelf, and look into his 
dn Conſcience. We cannot ſee into 
ther Mens Hearts, nor diſcern in many 
Aaſes between a meer outward Profeſſor, 
lad a true Believer; between a Form at 
zodlineſs, which Men may put on to ſerve 
eme worldly Purpoſe, and a real and 
lubſtantial Piety. But we may aſſuredly 
know, 
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know, by looking into our ſelves, wheth 
we ſerve God or Mammon; whether t 
Spirit of God, or that of the Worl 
ſways our Hearts. 

And as we may by examining 
ſelves, be well aſſured, whether we bel 
to this Kingdom or not; ſo we may 
certainly chooſe, with regard to off 
ſelves, whether, as faithful and obedig 
Subjects of this Kingdom, we ſhall inhe 
the Bleſſings; or as declared Enemies, MM, 
only pretended Friends, we ſhall in 
the Penalties denounced againſt thol 
who by their Infidelity or Diſobedieng 
ſhut themſelves out of it. Our moſt u 
dent Prayers, and warmeſt Endeavours | 
Behalf of others, to reduce them to th 
Obedience of Faith, may fail of Succ<; 
becauſe All we can do towards it, is on 
to inſtruct, exhort, and perſuade. But 
they will not be perſuaded; if ther 
Hearts and Minds are averſe to the Truth 
God will not, and Man cannot over-rul 
them. 
But if we uſe and apply thoſe Means tv 
our ſelves, we cannot fail of Succeſs. Fol 
tho' we are not ſufficient of our ſelves, . 
take upon us the Yoke, and to obey the 
| Laws? 
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aws of Chriſt; yet his Grace is ſuff- 
ent for us, and will effectually enable 
to will and to do, if we are not want- 
g to our ſelves. For this we have his 
preſs Promiſe, Ast, and it ſhall be given Mat v. 3. 
: ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it 
all be opened unto you. This then is a 
ire Method of advancing the Kingdom 
W God in the World, if every Man would 
gin with himſelf, and ſincerely endea- 
or to eſtabliſh its Authority within his 
a Breaſt. But, 
2. There is another Reaſon that enfor- 
the Neceſſity of beginning this Work 
With our ſelves, 072. That without this, 
ſhall neither have the Diſpoſitions, nor 
alifications requiſite to do any real 
Ervice, in advancing and promoting the 
Verelts of this Kingdom. 
Ilt is not poſſible that a Man ſhould 
ee the Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom 
eerely at Heart, or that he ſhould have 
y real Concern to advance it in the 
ond, while he looks upon it with In- 
rerence or Averſion; and is himſelf en- 
Nged in an oppoſite Intereſt. For what 
ducement can he have to be in carneſt 


r the Converſion of others, Who is him- 
| ſelf 
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ſelf in a State of Sin or Infidelity : 
ſeriouſly to . endeavour to perſuade oth 
to ſerve the living and true God, hi 

he lives without God in the World, 
worſhips none but Mammon: We may ff 
well ſuppoſe, Satan to be. divided agai 
Bimſelſ, and engaged in a Deſign to ſu 
vert his own Kingdom: or the Prince 
Darkneſs to be transformed, not only 
Appearance, but in Reality too, into 
Angel of Light. 
But if we could be ſuppoſed. to ha 
more Charity for others, than we ha 
for our ſelves; and to be in earneſt 
their Salvation, when we take no Care 
our own; yet how ill qualified muſt th . 
Man be, to bring others into the King 
dom of God, who is himſelf ſhut of 
and has no Part nor Intereſt in it? 1 
how can he hope to recommend that 
the Love and Eſteem of others, to whit 
he ſhews little or no Regard himſel 
The ſtrongeſt Arguments muſt needs ld 
their Force, when they are found to h 
no Effect on the Perſon who . uſes then 
Whoever would gain Belief, muſt put 
at leaſt the Appearance of Sincerity, 
far as to perſuade others, that they b 
lien 


; the Propagati on of the Goſpel. 1 7. 


eve themſelves. But they who ſay only, 
nd do not, openly declare their Want of 
incerity, and betray the Cauſe which 
Whey would ſeem to defend. It is not 
Werefore to be expected, that others 
ould be perſuaded to ſubmit to a Yoke 
F thoſe, who are ſo far from bearing it 
hemſelves, that they will not touch it with 
2 of their Fingers. 
And thus it appears how ill diſpoſed 
d ill qualified they muſt needs be, to 
omote the Kingdom of God, who are 
ot truly in it themſelves; and conſe- 
uently how neceſſary it is to begin with 
r ſelves, if we would employ our En- 
Favours with any Effect, in gaining others 
it. When we are truly converted, we Luk. xxii. 
Way then hope, agreeably to our Saviour's 88 
dmonition to St. Peter, to ſtrengthen our 
N.anbren. Which leads me to the Conſi- 
eration of another Duty we are obliged 
d, and reminded of by this Petition. 
Tho in this Work of advancing the 
ingdom of God, we are to begin at 
lome, and to take Care in the firſt Place 
> ere& it within our ſelves, by building 
our ſelves in our moſt holy Faith; yet 
7e mult not reſt there, nor think we have 
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diſcharged the whole of our Duty in th 
Regard, - when we have | eſtabliſh'd off 
ſelves in the Faith and Obedience of Chril 

We are alſo indiſpenſibly bound to | 
inſtrumental, as far as we are able, if 

the Converſion and Edification of othchll 

x Cor. x. not: ſeeking our own Profit only, bait d 
33 the Profit of many that they may be (a: 

To this we are obliged, in complianf 

with the great End and Deſign of « 
Saviour's coming into the World, to 

up this Kingdom, which was, that 
World through bim might be ſaved. TW 

. Goſpel which He firſt preached is cal 

good Tidings of great Foy : and the Bu 

fits and Bleſſings thereof were deſigned i 

be communicated 0 a// People. It bei 

the Will of God, as well as the grac ö 
Intent of our bleſled Redeemer, in 1 

1 Tim. il. that he did and ſuffered for us, T. bat ſ 
** Men ſhould be ſaved, and come 10 * 
Knowledge of the Truth. While there t 
we are employed in carrying on ard! . 
warding this Deſign, we cr te Ii 
of God; we become inſtrumental in br n. 
ing to paſs his merciful Purpoſe, and We 
l his gracious Promiſes : we ad Has 
becomes the true Servants of that G! 
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Whoſe Mercy is over all his Works ; and as 
Wc Diſciples of that Lord, who laid 
on his Life for the Redemption of 
lankind. 
And as it is owing to the Goodneſs and 
ercy of God, that we were called into 
is Kingdom, while there are innume- 
ble others, no teſs worthy than our 
eres, that remain in Darkneſs and Igno- 
Wnce; that have no Knowledge of God, 
a to whom the glad Tidings of this Sal- 
tion have never yet reach d; and to 
meer Grace that we are enabled to 
SWcome faithful Subjects of it: So we can- 
t better expreſs our grateful Senſe of 
ee unmerited Inſtances of his Goodneſs, 
d our Thankfulneſs for them, than by 
ntributing, as much as we can, both by 
= Prayers and Endeavours, to bring 
Whoſe to the Knowledge and Obedience 
3 
. 


the Goſpel, to whom this Favour is 
Wt as yet vouchſafed. We our ſelves 
re ſometimes Darkneſs, as the Apoſtle 
pdhatically expreſſes the Blindneſs and | 
rag norance of our Gentile State: But now Eph. v. . | 
(ie we Light in the Lord. And as it | 
by the zealous Labours and Travels | 
"WF thoſe, who came from very remote 
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Countries, to inſtruct and convert us, tha 
we were made Partakers of this Light 
ſo ought we to be moved and acted by tl 
ſame Zeal, to impart that Light to other, 
until the common Benefits and Ada 
tages of Chriſtianity have reached th 
utmoſt Corners of the Earth, and 
Fleſh have ſeen the Sakoation of God. | 

And as the Glory of God ought to bi 
the chief End and Aim of all our Action 
and Endeavours ; and as this End is mt 
directly promoted, by cauſing him, as ft 
as in us lies, to be known, honoured, af 
obeyed by all Men: fo our Zeal for thi 
ought to exert it ſelf in conſtant and 
gorous Endeavours to ſpread and prop 
gate the Goſpel. The Heavens and tiff 
Earth, and the whole Frame of Natur 
declare the Glory of his Power, Wiſdo 
and general Goodneſs to all his Creatursf 
in a Language fo univerſal, as may i 
underſtood by all reaſonable Beings, thi 
will conſider them with due Care a 
Attention. But the Glory of his Meri 
and Truth, of his Juſtice and HolincM 
and more eſpecially of his peculiar Lot ia 
and Tenderneſs to Mankind, is no wha Wh 


ſo conſpicuous, as on the Work of l . 
| | RY 
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Redemption. And as the Means God 
f vas pleaſed to make uſe of to accompliſh 
nis great Work, are only knowable by 
Revelation : And this Revelation, after 
St had been once authentically proved and 
WE-onfirmed by the firſt Preachers of it, and 
Wclivered both by Word and Writing to 
Wheir Converts, to be by them conveyed 
om hand to hand, in Succeſſion to all 
ture Ages; ſo this Method of Convey- 
nce, which is the only one left us, ſince 
od has thought ht to withdraw his mi- 
culous Gifts, imports an Obligation upon 
Woſe, who are already cnlightned with 

is Knowledge, to impart the ſame to 
Whers, Every Believer therefore is in 
dme ſort a Depoſitary of the Faith, 

d ought to look upon it, not only as 
mean to ſave himſelf, but alſo as a 
ruſt committed to his Charge, to*be by 
im communicated to others, in propor- 
on to his Abilities and Opportunities. 
Yad tho' this be the peculiar Buſineſs of 
oſe who are ſet apart for this Office: 
yet is it the general Duty of all Chri- 
Jans, to be aiding and aſſiſting in a Work, 
1 hich of all others tends moſt to illuſtrate 
= infinite Love and Goodneſs of God, 
4 B 3 and 
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and the boundleſs Compaſſion of our grez | 


Redeemer. 


Next to the Advancement of God | 
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Glory, the principal Duty enjoin'd Chl 


ſtians, is that of doing good to our Neighl 


bour, which in the Goſpel-Senſe of 
comprehends all Mankind, 7. e. Evo 


Man that ſtands in need of our Help, mM | 


may be benefitted by our kind and cha 
table Offices. And indeed we can 
ways better teſtify our dutiful Rega 
to God, than by our Charity and C 
paſſion to our Brethren, So the Apo 


x Joh. iv. expreſly tells us, T his Command hace: Nj 


21. 


from God, that He who loccth Ged, | 
his Brother allo. 


Now he that requires this Duty 


general, muſt needs be ſuppoſed to 


the greateſt Streſs, and to tie us nf 


ſtrictly to that Branch of it, which of 
others is moſt neceſſary, and which reh 


to our chiefeft Intereſt, And that vel 
undoubtedly the Concern of our Eten 


Happineſs or Miſery ; we cannot poli 


exerciſc our Charity to our Brethren ma 
to their Advantage, than by endeavour 
to guide and conduct them to the of 
and to reſcue and preſerve them from i 


oth 
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oer. Eternal Life and Salvation is the 
W-eateſt Bleſſing, that the Goodneſs of 
od deſigns for Man: And zo act in Sub- 
MS&rvience to this gracious Purpoſe, and 
0h itate the divine Goodneſs, as far as the 
WT ondition of our Nature will admit, 
While we employ our Endeavours in lead- 
as Men into the Paths of Life, and gui- 
7 their Feet into the Mays of Peace. 
W his is doubtleſs the molt noble and god- 
Ne Office, that can be ae ee by 
lan: And thoſe that labour in it, are 
| Wtitled to that moſt honourable Appella- 
on, wherewith the Apoltle dignifies his 
ccc, is. that of being Fellow workers 
* ith God. : 
lf therefore we would act in compliance 
ich God's gracious Deſign in ſetting up 
is Kingdom: If we have any juſt Senſe 
f our Obligations to him, who hath cal- 
aus out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
it: If we have any Spark of Zeal for 
F Wc Glory of God and the Good of Man- 
Find, let us lay hold of all Opportunities; 
et us at leaſt not omit any that offers it 
elf, particularly that favourable one, 
Which puts it into every Man's Power, 
Winder the Conduct and Direction of this 
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2 Cor. vi. 
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lat xxv. Decay. As Iniquity began to abound, il 
Fry Lore of many waxed cold : And from thi 
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Society, to be ſome way or other inſtru. 
mental in promoting and advancing thi 


Kingdom ; which brings me to the 


IIIA and laſt Thing propoſed, is. Io 
conclude with an Application ſuitable to 
the End and Deſign of our preſent Mect: 
ing. 
Tho' the coming of God's Kingdon 
hath been the Subject of our daily Pra- 
ers, both publick and private, ever {inc 
the Beginning of Chriſtianity ; it is ccrtanM 
nevertheleſs, that Chriſtians have bea 
generally very much wanting in ther 
Care and Diligence to advance it in th 
World. That Primitive and Apoſtolicd 
Zeal that animated the firſt Chriſtians 
and which was able to remove Mountains 
and to ſurmount all the Obſtacles that 
ſtood in its way, did not long continua 
For ſoon after the Emperors became Chri 
ſtian, and the greateſt part of the Roma 
Empire embraced the Goſpel, the Vice 
and Corruptions of the World broke it 
upon the Church; and the Power of the 
Chriſtian Religion fell into a ſenſibl 


Time 


be Propagation of the Goſpel. 25 


12 Chriſtianity has been rather loſing, 
Wn gaining Ground in the World. 
i ow many large Countries are there in 
and Africa, where, in former Ages, 
& Goſpel univerſally prevail'd, and was 
a flouriſhing Condition, that have 
by ſcarce any Footſteps of it left e 
other Parts of the Chriſtian World, 
is ſo depraved and adulterated with 
eign Mixtures of human Invention, and 
egenerated from its native Purity and 
I > plicity, that it looks more like Pagan 
latry, or Jeriſb Superſtition, than the 
octrine of the Goſpel. 
TT hoſe Corruptions and Abuſes, that 
es introduced in Times of the groſſeſt 
orance, are ſtill maintained and ſup- 
ted by Force by that Church, which 
unts it ſelf to be the pureſt of all, and 
Nen pretends to be infallible, and the 
y true Church, excluſive of all others. 
r boaſted Converſions in the Eaſt and 
eft-Indies, by the groſs and palpable 
{repreſentations ſhe gives of the Do- 
Fines of the Goſpel, and by the cruel 
d inhuman Methods ſhe uſes, wherever 
e has it in her Power, to force People 
into 


l 


* 4 Sermon 3 _befare, the So 


| into her Communion, may have enlarg 
the Bounds of her Empire, but are ſo 
from promoting the Intereſt of true R, 
gion, that they have done it the greg 
Diſſervice, and brought a Scandal! 
Reproach on the Name of Chriſt. 
But with regard to our ſelves, as ( 
was pleaſed to cauſe the Light of 
Goſpel to ſhine upon us of this Natl 
in the firſt and carlieſt Ages of Chi 
nity; ſo we had the Happincſs to 
among the firſt that ſhook off the 1M 
Yoke, and all that Maſs of Error; WM 
Abuſes, under which a great Part cf 
Chriſtian World had. long groan'd, | 
reduced our Doctrine and Worſhip t: 
-primitive and original Standard. | 
But whether it were owing to if 
eager Conteſts and Diſputes that vii 
then ſet on Foot, between the Poll 
Party and the Reformed ; or to the. 
happy Diſputes that aroſe ſoon after, i 
ſet the Reformers at Variance ami 
themſelves; or to the many Attempts ti 
have been made at divers times {ince 
Reformation, by the Ambition of 


Partizans of Rome, to recover their 
| | | [ 


nion over us; and that our Zeal 
Attention was too much engaged 
maintaining our Ground againſt theſe 
ral Attacks, to leave us at Liberty 
mind the Intereſt of the Goſpel in 
Weral : Whether, I ſay, it proceeded 
n theſe, or any other Cauſes, it can- 
be denied, that the common Cauſe of 
Wriſtianity has not been ſo much laid to 
rt, and regarded by us, as it ought to 
Wc been. 

e have long had a great Door 
Wnd to us, and very inviting Oppor- 
tities, to make ſome Attempts at leaſt, 
propagate the Goſpel among Infidels, 


( 


World; but more eſpecially, by our 
a Colonies and Settlements in 
rica. But when fo little Care was 
en, to keep up and cultivate Reli- 
n among our own People, it could 
t be expected, that it ſhould gain 
uch Ground, or make any conſiderable 
ogreſs among Heathens and Savages: 
or indeed was it poſſible for private 
en, tho never ſo willing, to do much 
an Affair of this kind, without a ge- 


neral 
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our general Commerce in all Parts of 
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7 For before the Society 


Aſſiduity proport ionable to the Greatat 


have hitherto labour'd ; All theſe Par 
culars being expoſed to the View 
the Publick, in the Annual Accounts 
the Proceedings of the 'Soc1z Ty ; I 


neral Concurrence, and the Aſſiſtance 
the wiſeſt Heads and ableſt Hands, adi 
in Concert together. 
But a few Years ſince, it pleaſed ( 
to put it into the Hearts of ſy 
worthy Perſons, to ſet about this W 
in earneſt, and to animate them with 
Zeal, equal to this great Undertaki 
By their Care and Endeavours, T 
Socitty was firſt formed; which, 
ſince its firſt Eſtabliſhment, has labouſM 
in this Work, with an Application ail 


of their Undertaking ; and with a 1 
worthy of the Primitive Ages of Cilil 
ſtianity. I need not mention what i 
dent Meaſures they have taken, in cl 


ducting this whole Affair; what lh 
Supplies towards carrying it on, hi 
been procur'd by their Care and go 


Example; with what Fidelity they nl 
nage the Charitable Fund committed! 
their Truſt; nor with what Succeſs th 


onl 
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y obſerve in general, that their Be- 
ings have not been unpromiſing, that 
ir Work advances, and that their 
hour hitherto, has not been in vain. 
Knowledge and Practice of Religion 
pon a better Foot, and much im- 
ved in many of our Colonies, which 
| been in a manner wholly neglected 
ore; and there are daily added to the 
reh, ſuch as, we charitably hope, may 
Jared. 
y the many Labourers that have been 
t into that Harveſt, by the Care, and 
er the Direction of this SociE rv, 
pirit of Piety and Religion is ſtirr'd 
W among many of thoſe, Who, for want 
Teachers and Inſtructors, and of 
ſons and Places neceſſary for the due 
lebration of the Publick Worſhip of 
d, had ſcarce any thing left of Chri- 
unity, beſides the bare Name. The 
ects of this are viſibly ſeen, in the 
dd Diſpoſition of the People, in many 
aces, to receive Inſtruction; in the 
ging Defire they expreſs to have 
ſtors and Miniſters ſettled among 
m; in their Forwardneſs to contri- 
bute, 
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bute, accordihg to their Ability, tow! 
Building of Churches, and Erecting 
Schools, for the Inſtruction of th 
Youth in the Principles and Duties 
Religion, as well as other Parts of uſt 
Learning. 
To this may be added, that the I 
wherewith this SoctrtTty labours int 
Work, hath already provoked very ma 
both at Home and Abroad, either to 
aiding and aſſiſting to them in this th 
charitable Undertaking; or elſe to in 
tate them in laudable Attempts of 
ſame kind, in other Parts of the Ma 
And as we may reaſonably hope, t 
ſuch Endeavours, in a Deſign fo t 
Chriſtian, and ſo agreeable to the 0 
poſe of God manifeſted in the Goſt 
cannot but be highly acceptable to hin 
ſo we may with Aſſurance depend uſ 
bis Bleſſing, who has promiſed 20 be 
thoſe, that labour in this Apoſtolical Wo 
Mos. to the Fnd of the Morld. Let us ti 
beſeech Him, who alone, whatever Pi 
we may take in planting and water 
x Cor. i the Goſpel, is able 70 give the Incre 


to ſhower down the choiceſt of 
Bleſſig 
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ings, on the Perſons, Labours, and 
deavours, of all that are engaged in 
good Work, or in any degree con- 
ute towards carrying it on; that he 
Id give Succeſs to their pious and 
gious Undertakings, ſo that 'Truth 
piety may proſper and flouriſh, and 
ail unto the Ends of the Earth. 
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